ESSAYS ON THE GITA

conscious". The parable is evidently of the inner life
of man; it is a figure of the human growing into the
likeness of the eternal divine by the increasing illu-
mination of Knowledge. But the Gita starts from
action and Arjuna is the man of action and not of
knowledge, the fighter, never the seer or the thinker.

From the beginning of the Gita this characteristic
temperament of the disciple is clearly indicated ai)d it
is maintained throughout. It becomes first evident in
the manner in which he is awakened to the sense of
what he is doing, the great slaugliter of which he is to
be the chief instrument, in the thoughts which
immediately rise in him, in the standpoint and the
psychological motives which make him recoil from the
whole terrible catastrope. They are not the thoughts,
the standpoint, the motives of a philosophical or even
of a deeply reflective mind or a spiritual temperament
confronted with the same or a similar problem. They
are those, as we might say, of the practical or the
pragmatic man, the emotional, sensational, moral and
intelligent human being not habituated to profound
and original reflection or any sounding of the depths,
accustomed rather to high but fixed standards of
thought and action and a confident treading through
all vicissitudes and difficulties, who now finds all his
standards failing him and all the basis of his confidence
in himself and his life shorn away from under him at
a single stroke. That is the nature of the crisis which
he undergoes.

Arjuna is, in the language of the Gita, a man
subject to the action of the three gunas or modes of
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